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TAGS: PPOR MARR MA UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET AND ARAB NAVAL VISITS TO DIEGO SUAREZ 
REFERENCE: TANANARIVE 1281 

CONCUR WITH PROPOSED LOW KEY COMMENT TO POREIGN MINISTRY 
THAT USG ASSUMES THERE IS NO LONGER ANY OBJECTION IN 
PRINCIPLE TO VISIT OP US NAVAL VESSELS TO DIEGO SUAREZ 
PER PARA 7 REPTEL. SUGGEST THAT THIS COMMENT NOT RPT 
NOT BE MADE TO POREIGN MINISTER WHO HAS SHOWN TENDENCY 
TO LINK UNRELATED ISSUES (E.G. IN RICE QUESTION AND NASA 
TRACKING STATION NEGOTIATIONS, TANANARIVE 1235 AND STATE 
181983 RESPECTIVELY). WE WOULD NOT, OP COURSE, WISH TO 
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HAVE MATTER OP US NAVAL VISITS TO DIEGO SUAREZ LINKED 
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IN ANY WAY WITH OTHER UNRELATED BILATERAL ISSUES. RUSH 
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